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Azerbaijani environmental activists protest what they claim is illegal mining at the Lachin corridor, the Armenian-populated

breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region’s only land link with Armenia, in December. Tofik Babayev/AFP Institut catholique de Lille provides funding as
a member of The Conversation FR.
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Nagorno-Karabakh, has been reduced to a bare trickle. Backed by

Azerbaijan’s government, demonstrations by self-described Azeri
environmentalists who claim to oppose the exploitation of

Karabakh’s mineral resources have blocked the road for all but a

few vehicles of Russian peacekeepers and of the International

Committee of Red Cross (ICRC). As a result, the estimated

120,000 residents of Nagorno-Karabakh have been plunged into

a humanitarian crisis in the midst of the winter and Nagorno-
Karabakh'’s project of self-declared independence is being
dramatically undermined.

These events fit into a wider campaign by Azerbaijan to increase
its control of Nagorno-Karabakh, a territory within its
internationally recognized borders mostly inhabited by ethnic
Armenians. Nagorno-Karabakh declared its independence in
1991, and a full scale war ensued. Since a ceasefire agreement was
signed in 1994, the region has existed as a de facto state, backed
by Armenia. In September 2020, Azerbaijan carried out a
successful military offensive that led it to capture vast territories
around and in Nagorno-Karabakh. This war is often referred to
as the “second Nagorno-Karabakh war”. A ceasefire agreement
was signed on November 9, 2020, but violence has resumed
between Armenia and Azerbaijan since.

In late 2022, Azerbaijan’s approach has morphed into a strategy
to render Nagorno-Karabakh unviable as a de facto state. This
tactic is meant to bring about an outflow of the Armenian
population of Nagorno-Karabakh through the creation of a
humanitarian crisis and to delegitimise the project of de facto
statehood and the authorities of Nagorno-Karabakh.

2020-2022 map of the Lachin corridor following the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh ceasefire agreement. The
new route currently in use is located to the south of the Goris-Stepanakert highway. Wikimedia

The Lachin corridor

The road that runs from the Armenian city of Goris to
Stepanakert, the de facto capital of Nagorno-Karabakh, is known
as the Lachin_corridor. It has been under the control of
Armenian troops between 1992 and 2020, ensuring a stable
connection between Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia. The
Lachin Corridor (together with a few other land connections on
minor roads) has guaranteed the viability of Nagorno-Karabakh
as a self-declared independent entity for almost 30 years: goods
and fuel could be brought in from Armenia and further afield;
residents of Nagorno-Karabakh could access services in Armenia
or even emigrate and then return; and military equipment and
personnel could transit from one entity to the other. This,
however, began to change with the end of the war of 2020.

Since the signing of the Armenia-Russia-Azerbaijan trilateral
agreement that put an end to the war on November 9, 2020, the
Lachin corridor has been under the control of Russian
Peacekeepers and no other minor road connects Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh. As part of the agreement, Azerbaijan agreed
to guarantee the security of persons, vehicles and cargo moving
along the corridor in both directions. But Azerbaijan seems to
have adopted the view that the ceasefire agreement needs not to
be respected a la lettre. It helps that Russian peacekeepers are
limited to 1,960 and are lightly armed; their initial mandate, vast
and ill-defined, is for a five-year period. More than two have
already passed. What is more, since the invasion of Ukraine,
Russia shows little vigour in arbitrating among sides.

Weaponising the green movement

Ofhcially, the blockade is carried out by Azerbaijani ecological
activists, civil society members, and volunteers. The protesters
claim that they are not blockading the road but simply
demanding an end to the exploitation of Karabakh’s mineral
resources, which they denounce as illegal and environmentally
destructive. They point to the fact Russian Peacekeepers and the
ICRC have been able to circulate on the Lachin corridor and
even to evacuate patients who needed urgent treatment in
Armenia.

However, one barely has to scratch the surface to understand the
ecological movement is a ploy by the Azerbaijani government to
gain control over the territory. The complaints centre on
pollution caused by mining and deforestation, which Azerbaijan
describe as an ‘ecocide’. A 2022 repaort by the United Nations’”
Environment_Programme (UNEP) is much more ambivalent
about the environmental impact of the 30-year long
administration of the region by Karabakhi authorities. At the
same time, Azerbaijan wrestles with extensive environmental
pollution throughout its territory, largely linked to hydrocarbon
and mineral_extraction. It has shown little resolve in dealing with

it, nor any sympathy for bottom-up mobilisation on these issues.

Most of the protesters have no previous experience in
environmental activism and many_have been_identified as civil
servants, former military personnel and members of NGOs
afhliated to Azerbaijan’s government. And as if this weren'’t
enough evidence against the movement’s authenticity,
Azerbaijan’s government has also mounted a campaign to
denounce what they describe as Armenia’s widespread.
environmental destruction.

In January 2023, Azerbaijan filed a demand_for an_arbitration_
process against Armenia under the 1982 Bern Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats,

selectively referring to the UNEP report.

Objective #1: forcing Armenians out

The blockade has a double objective: the first is to create enough
privation that the Armenian residents of Nagorno-Karabakh will
see no other option but to leave. For three months now, the
transport of essential goods such as food, fuel and medication
into the territory has been disrupted.

Speaking 10 January on national television, Ilham Aliyev, the
president of Azerbaijan, laid out the blockade’s objective:

“For whoever does not want to become our citizen, the road is not
closed, but open. They can leave. They can go on their own, or they
can ride with peacekeepers, or they can go by bus.”

This means that he gives the residents of Nagorno-Karabakh
either the option of becoming Azerbaijani or of moving out of
the region. The first is not a real option though: rather, more
than thirty years of inter-ethnic violence and war between
Armenians and Azerbaijanis make it a terrifying possibility.
Leaving is what Azerbaijan encourages.

Goal #2: Making the Nagorno-Karabakh state
unviable

The second objective of the blockade is to make Nagorno-
Karabakh unviable and deprive it of whatever legitimacy it had
accumulated during the previous 30 years as a largely
functioning de facto state.

There are other entities that claim de facto independence around
the world, similarly to Nagorno-Karabakh: Abkhazia,

Somaliland, Transnistria, the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus, among others. To shore up support for the political
project of independence, their authorities strive to keep the
lights on, to ensure that the shops are stocked, and to provide a
certain level of public services and stability, regardless of their
juridical status in the international arena.

However, Azerbaijan’s blockade along the Lachin corridor make
this a tough job for Nagorno-Karabakh’s government. There is
little they can do to improve the situation: there are no
alternative roads, an air bridge is out of the question, and there is
no spare capacity within Nagorno-Karabakh itself.

Denouncing Baku’s attempts at “ethnic cleansing”, Arayik
Harutyunyan, the de facto President of Nagorno-Karabakh, has
urged the international community to pressure Azerbaijan on
lifting the blockade. So far, the calls to order by several states,
international organisations and NGOs (the ElJ parliament, the
Council of Europe, and Amnesty International, among others)
have had little effect. On 22 February, the International Court of
Justice ruled on a case of provisional measures filed by Armenia,
requiring Azerbaijan to ensure unimpeded movement through
the Lachin corridor. However, the ruling comes with no

enforcement mechanism.

The frailty of the situation was evident since the signing of the
2020 ceasefire agreement, which deprived Nagorno-Karabakh
authorities of their capacity to ensure its own security through
military means and of a land bridge to Armenia. By engineering
a blockade, Azerbaijan is exploiting its loopholes to the full, and
slowly but surely demonstrating the state’s unviability.

‘ Europe Eastern Europe Azerbaijan Armenia The Conversation France = Nagorno-Karabakh

Green politics  Post-Soviet states

Events Jobs

More events Data Engineer

Research Assistant

Associate Professor/or Senior Lecturer in Pharmaceutical
Sciences

Facilitation Consultant

Head, School of Nursing, Paramedicine and Healthcare Sciences

More jobs

Editorial Policies Who we are
Community standards Our charter
Republishing guidelines Partners and funders
Analytics Resource for media

Our feeds Contact us

Get newsletter Consent preferences

Privacy policy Terms and conditions  Corrections Copyright © 2010-2023, The Conversation Media Group Ltd



https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/5/five-dead-in-new-azerbaijan-armenia-clash-over-karabakh
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/caucasus/nagorno-karabakh-conflict/266-averting-new-war-between-armenia-and-azerbaijan
https://www.rferl.org/a/azarbaijan-un-court-unblock-lachin-corridor-karabakh-armenia/32283560.html
http://eco.gov.az/frq-content/plugins/pages_v1/entry/20221223145000_59496900.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1134/S1062739118013486
https://www.civilnet.am/en/news/686152/who-really-are-azerbaijans-environmental-activists-blockading-karabakh/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2023/01/27/azerbaijan-weaponises-conservation-law-in-conflict-with-armenia/
https://www.asil.org/ILIB/azerbaijan-initiates-arbitration-proceedings-against-armenia-under-bern-convention*
https://artsakh.news/en/news/259596
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0012_EN.html
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/president-of-the-committee-of-ministers-calls-for-reopening-of-the-lachin-corridor
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/02/azerbaijan-blockade-of-lachin-corridor-putting-thousands-of-lives-in-peril-must-be-immediately-lifted/
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/180/180-20230222-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://theconversation.com/topics/europe-823
https://theconversation.com/topics/eastern-europe-7657
https://theconversation.com/topics/azerbaijan-12054
https://theconversation.com/topics/armenia-12055
https://theconversation.com/topics/the-conversation-france-24313
https://theconversation.com/topics/nagorno-karabakh-26628
https://theconversation.com/topics/green-politics-71489
https://theconversation.com/topics/post-soviet-states-87255
https://theconversation.com/profiles/giulia-prelz-oltramonti-1371612
https://theconversation.com/institutions/institut-catholique-de-lille-icl-2937
https://theconversation.com/institutions/institut-catholique-de-lille-icl-2937
https://theconversation.com/europe/partners
https://news.afp.com/#/c/main/search/photos?id=newsml.afp.com.20221226T124602Z.doc-3364878&type=photo
mailto:?subject=Nagorno-Karabakh%3A%20slowly%20but%20surely%2C%20Baku%20is%20weaponising%20the%20green%20movement%20to%20cut%20off%20the%20region%27s%20supplies%20%E2%80%94%20The%20Conversation&body=Hi.%20I%20found%20an%20article%20that%20you%20might%20like%3A%20%22Nagorno-Karabakh%3A%20slowly%20but%20surely%2C%20Baku%20is%20weaponising%20the%20green%20movement%20to%20cut%20off%20the%20region%27s%20supplies%22%20%E2%80%94%20https%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fnagorno-karabakh-slowly-but-surely-baku-is-weaponising-the-green-movement-to-cut-off-the-regions-supplies-200495
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Nagorno-Karabakh%3A+slowly+but+surely%2C+Baku+is+weaponising+the+green+movement+to+cut+off+the+region%27s+supplies&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fnagorno-karabakh-slowly-but-surely-baku-is-weaponising-the-green-movement-to-cut-off-the-regions-supplies-200495%3Futm_source%3Dtwitter%26utm_medium%3Dbylinetwitterbutton&utm_campaign=none&via=FR_Conversation
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fnagorno-karabakh-slowly-but-surely-baku-is-weaponising-the-green-movement-to-cut-off-the-regions-supplies-200495%3Futm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_medium%3Dbylinefacebookbutton
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&source=The+Conversation&summary=The+%5Bclashes%5D%28https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aljazeera.com%2Fnews%2F2023%2F3%2F5%2Ffive-dead-in-new-azerbaijan-armenia-clash-over-karabakh%29+that+left+three+Karabakhi+Armenian+police+officers+and+two+Azerbaijani+soldiers+dead+o...&title=Nagorno-Karabakh%3A+slowly+but+surely%2C+Baku+is+weaponising+the+green+movement+to+cut+off+the+region%27s+supplies&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fnagorno-karabakh-slowly-but-surely-baku-is-weaponising-the-green-movement-to-cut-off-the-regions-supplies-200495%3Futm_source%3Dlinkedin%26utm_medium%3Dbylinelinkedinbutton
https://theconversation.com/nagorno-karabakh-slowly-but-surely-baku-is-weaponising-the-green-movement-to-cut-off-the-regions-supplies-200495#
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachin_corridor#/media/File:Lachin_Corridor_2020.png
https://jobs.theconversation.com/jobs/276864447-data-engineer-at-walter-and-eliza-hall-institute-of-medical-research?utm_source=theconversation.com&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=article
https://jobs.theconversation.com/jobs/277185938-research-assistant-at-university-of-melbourne?utm_source=theconversation.com&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=article
https://jobs.theconversation.com/jobs/276435125-associate-professor-or-senior-lecturer-in-pharmaceutical-sciences-at-university-of-tasmania?utm_source=theconversation.com&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=article
https://jobs.theconversation.com/jobs/275902718-facilitation-consultant-at-the-conversation-indonesia?utm_source=theconversation.com&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=article
https://jobs.theconversation.com/jobs/275299793-head-school-of-nursing-paramedicine-and-healthcare-sciences-at-charles-sturt-university?utm_source=theconversation.com&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=article
https://cdn.theconversation.com/static_files/files/2010/Global_Editorial_Guidelines.pdf
https://theconversation.com/europe/community-standards
https://theconversation.com/europe/republishing-guidelines
https://analytics.theconversation.com/europe
https://theconversation.com/europe/feeds
https://theconversation.com/europe/newsletters/europe-newsletter-116?utm_campaign=System&utm_content=newsletter&utm_medium=Footer&utm_source=theconversation.com
https://theconversation.com/europe/who-we-are
https://theconversation.com/europe/charter
https://theconversation.com/europe/partners
https://theconversation.com/europe/resources-for-media
https://theconversation.com/europe/contact-us
javascript:Didomi.preferences.show()
https://theconversation.com/europe/privacy-policy
https://theconversation.com/europe/terms-and-conditions
https://theconversation.com/europe/corrections
https://theconversation.com/europe/who-we-are
https://theconversation.com/europe
https://theconversation.com/europe/newsletters/europe-newsletter-116?utm_campaign=System&utm_content=newsletter&utm_medium=TopBar&utm_source=theconversation.com

