
HAL Id: hal-04433389
https://univ-catholille.hal.science/hal-04433389v1

Submitted on 1 Feb 2024

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.

An Application of Self-Understanding to the Language
of the Sciences: Retrieving their Narrative Dimension

Philippe Gagnon, Paulo Rodrigues

To cite this version:
Philippe Gagnon, Paulo Rodrigues. An Application of Self-Understanding to the Language of the
Sciences: Retrieving their Narrative Dimension. ’Sciences, Theologies, Fictions: The Construction of
Narrative in Science and Religion’, European Society for the Study of Science and Theology (ESSSAT),
Aug 2024, Split, Croatia. �hal-04433389�

https://univ-catholille.hal.science/hal-04433389v1
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


PAPER PROPOSAL 
ESSSAT CONFERENCE ECST XX 

'Sciences, Theologies, Fictions: The Construction of Narrative in Science and Religion’ 
Split, Croatia 

Philippe Gagnon Research Professor 
Chaire Sciences, technosciences et foi à l’heure de l’écologie intégrale 
ETHICS Laboratory (EA 7446) 
Lille Catholic University 
Lille, France 
<philippe.gagnon@univ-catholille.fr> 

Paulo Rodrigues 
Co-Chairholder 
Chaire Sciences, technosciences et foi à l’heure de l’écologie intégrale 
ETHICS Laboratory (EA 7446) 
Lille Catholic University 
Lille, France 
<paulo.rodrigues@univ-catholille.fr> 

AN APPLICATION OF SELF-UNDERSTANDING TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
SCIENCES: RETRIEVING THEIR NARRATIVE DIMENSION 

Keywords: narration; self-understanding; hermeneutics; semiotics; rationalism; salvation; destiny; 
time; story-telling. 

Abstract 
Religion adds to our experience of the world a dimension of non-indifference to the aspect of our 
destiny, and of our salvation. It has been said that, in the natural sciences, in particular in their ma-
thematicized form, the quest for ever-more encompassing equations amounted to a building-up of a 
universe in “zero words.” When one attempts at passing from an experience of the religious dimen-
sion, to a self-induced reflection on its status in front of the claims of rationality in the sciences, one 
finds that this embeddedness in stories is inevitable from an epistemological viewpoint. There is a 
transformative experience that gives itself in time, and the mere reconduction of time to the dimen-
sion of measurement, makes it lose its meaning. It seems therefore inevitable that the work of justi-
fying our knowledge progression specifically in terms of its containing a progress, makes it incom-
plete should it dismiss any relation to an horizon where every experience of meaning happens. This 
hermeneutic dimension, we will claim, is part of the presupposition of narration, and as such has a 
direct bearing on the language of stories, but we will claim that all languages, including those of the 
natural sciences, are hermeneutical. It is not simply that the hermeneutical character would come in 
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degrees, but more deeply, that the pursuit of science, just like any other activity, and as Whitehead 
saw, is itself a value, for which antecedent conditions will inevitably be brought in, and also for 
which an ensemble of “reasons” will be adduced. As one calls into examination those reasons, in 
particular as the rationalist tradition had construed it (“causa seu ratio”), one finds that the principle 
deemed “principle of sufficient reason” and mostly associated with Leibniz, in fact only makes 
sense if one is ready to seek a locus between necessity and contingence, and as such, to create a 
space for a rational backwards illumination of a trajectory already adopted. Whereas metaphysical 
endeavours might want to use this as a means to deploy all knowledge from a God’s viewpoint so to 
speak, the hermeneutical dimension of languages frees theological discourse and propositions from 
such a requirement. 
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